WEDG® (Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines) can help you meet project goals. Public sector
agencies, nonprofits, and private developers can add WEDG to requests for proposals (RFPs)
and Requests for Qualifications (RFQs) to:

» Ensure that developers and design consultants are held to high expectations from the start
of a project.

» Position the project for more successful funding, permitting, and approval processes.

» Staff project teams with WEDG Professionals who have expert training in resilience, ecology,
and access on waterfront sites.

» Demonstrate to community residents and partners that sustainability and community
benefits are a priority on a site and beyond.

* Smooth contracting and the management of the WEDG review process.

To pursue WEDG Verification, the site owner must sign an agreement with Waterfront Alliance
detailing the review process. This does not need to be completed prior to including WEDG in an

RFP or RFQ. WEDG reviews occur at 50%esign and 100% construction documents.

To help expand the pool of bidders on a project, Waterfront Alliance is also able to circulate RFPs
and RFQs that include WEDG to its network of more than 1,000 WEDG Professionals nationally.

For more information contact the WEDG team at wedg@waterfrontalliance.org.
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APPROACHES TO
INCLUDING WEDG®
IN AN RFP

Require WEDG Verification

RFPs may state up-front that the project should
seek WEDG Verification.

Battery Park City Authority, 2021
“..attain, at minimum SITES Silver and/or WEDG
Certification(s) or equivalent...”

Nature Conservancy and City of Providence,
RIl, 2025

“Project to result in design directive to achieve
WEDG Verification for waterfront resilience.”

Seek WEDG Expertise

RFPs may require that the design team include
WEDG Associates.

Waterfront Alliance, 2025

“The prime firm must include at least one WEDG
Associate on the project team. WEDG
Associates should have that certification listed
on their project resume.”

To validate the credential, consultants can
either provide their certificate of completion or
the RFP owner may request validation from
Waterfront Alliance at no cost.

Assess WEDG Applicability

RFPs may seek to understand a project’s
alignment with WEDG without committing to
Verification at the time of RFP release.

Unified Port District of San Diego, 2024
‘Evaluate and implement opportunities to 1)
align planning initiatives with the intent of
Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines (WEDG)
guidelines, 2) inform future project design
through precedent projects, and 3) create an
opportunity for future projects catalyzed by the
Shoreline Atlas to gain recognition and approval
via WEDG verification.”

NY State Energy Research and Development
Authority, 2024

‘Proposers should provide a written Site
Construction Plan describing the following,
which will be used as the basis for the detailed
scope of work... If the Facility is a port; Alignment
and/or achievement of certification with the
Waterfront Alliance — Waterfront Edge Design
Guidelines.”

Incentivize WEDG Verification

RFPs may provide an advantage to bidders who
plan to build to WEDG standards.

NYC Economic Development Corporation,
2022

“Respondents must include a narrative
describing the sustainability, energy, and
carbon neutrality strategy for the Project,
including the proposed types and gradations of
certifications that best support that strategy
(e.g., LEED Gold/Platinum, WEDG Verification
for waterfront resilience, etc.). The Developer will
be expected to make commercially reasonable
efforts to obtain such certification(s) for the
proposed Project. Proposals that contemplate
the highest certification levels will be
considered by NYCEDC to be more competitive
than Proposals that contemplate other lower
certification(s) or no certification.”

The New York Climate Exchange, 2022
“Sustainability and resiliency interventions
should identify clear benchmarks for measuring
their performance (including potential use of
third-party rating and certification programs
such as LEED, WEDG, SITES, TRUE, Passive
House, and others) and are strongly encouraged
to be designed to monitor performance over
time, particularly where new and innovative
approaches are utilized.”
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