
WEDG®
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
LOCAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENT 
Waterfront development sites are among a city's flagship and
most important properties. Exceptional and resilient waterfront
design can transform a community.

WEDG® (Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines) is a voluntary
rating system that encourages public and private sector
waterfront developments to enhance public access, increase
resilience, and improve ecology beyond standard building codes
and practices. Projects that achieve WEDG Verification are the
gold standard for waterfront design.



WEDG Standards
Strengthen Communities

Reduced flood risk through resilient design at the property and neighborhood-level
High-quality public space across multiple land use types
Reduced burden on municipal stormwater systems by incorporating green infrastructure
Preserved or new maritime industry jobs and workforce development opportunities
Community engagement through a robust and diverse process
Connectivity through greenways, pathways, ferries, and transit
Improvements in public health, reduced urban heat effects, and improved wellness
through sustainable practices and designs
Visionary leadership and architecture that makes communities proud
Better financing and bond ratings as a result of reduced climate risk

WEDG Assesses Projects through
Objective Criteria and Technical
Expertise

The benefits of a WEDG Verification extend far beyond the property line, benefitting surrounding
residents, city infrastructure, tax coffers through increased property values, and local businesses
through increased tourism and maritime activity. Local and state officials should identify
pathways to incentivize or codify the use of the WEDG standards to ensure that the benefits of
exceptional waterfront design reach their communities. WEDG results in:

Similar to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) or Envision certifications,
WEDG Verification is awarded only for projects that successfully pass a rigorous and thorough
technical review of the project’s design against the publicly available design standards. Each
project is assessed by engineers, landscape architects, and other specialized technical
professionals, coordinated by Waterfront Alliance. Project verification fees are paid by the
property owner.

By utilizing the WEDG standards, you enhance your internal professional expertise around
waterfront design. You stay current with industry best practices and create a consistent set of
expectations familiar to the engineering and architecture community.



Miami, Florida offers a pathway to waive
components of its Design Guidelines for the
Baywalk and Riverfront if developers use
WEDG to go beyond code 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania determined that WEDG
verification would be honored where LEED certification
triggers a density bonus 

New York, New York and Wilmington, North
Carolina have sought WEDG Verification on
city-developed projects 

Camden, New Jersey utilizes a localized WEDG
Addendum that aligns the standards with local
ordinances and resources 

Brooklyn, New York recommends WEDG on all
waterfront projects through the New York City land-
use process 

Local and State Governments use
WEDG to Shape their Waterfronts
There are multiple pathways local and state governments can use to incentivize or codify
standards for sustainable and resilient design. Similar to how LEED moved the market for
building efficiency standards, governments can leverage the WEDG standards to maximize the
benefits of development along the waterfront. Examples of how communities are already
leveraging WEDG include:

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
offers bonus points on its Sustainable
Infrastructure Guidelines for achieving WEDG
shoreline credits 

New Rochelle, New York requires WEDG for multifamily
developments along the waterfront through zoning
requirements 



Policy Opportunities for State and
Local Government 
The next section details potential policy options for local and state governments interested in
utilizing the WEDG standards to deliver exceptional and resilient waterfronts.

Requiring that projects where a government entity is the project owner or funder build to WEDG standards is
an efficient way of delivering exceptional waterfronts. Incorporating WEDG requirements into funding
agreements or design criteria for a project sets high expectations for developers who receive public funding
and for the design team on public projects.  

Example: The North/West Battery Park City Resilience Project (New York, New York) requires that projects
"attain, at minimum, SITES Silver and/or WEDG Certification(s) or equivalent."  

Local agencies can incentivize private-sector developments to seek WEDG Verification by creating fee
waivers, refunds, or rebates. Waterfront Alliance charges a fee for WEDG Verification reviews, and projects
typically see increased projects costs associated with enhanced public access, ecological improvements, and
resilience efforts, which can vary substantially. Financial incentives that address increased project costs
related to WEDG verified projects can include:  
  

Reimbursement for permitting fees or certain development fees (e.g., water and sewer tap connections)  
Refund on a small percentage of the capital costs of WEDG features 
Reimbursement for the WEDG Verification review 

Example: The Village of Southampton, New York offers a refund of 0.25 percent of a project's construction
cost (as determined by the building inspector) for LEED or International Code Council National Green
Building Standard certification.

Requirements for Government-Owned and Government-Funded Projects 

Financial Incentives  

Municipalities can offer a density bonus to developers to incentivize utilizing WEDG to create more resilient,
ecological, and accessible waterfront developments. Density bonuses allow developers to create more
residential or commercial space than zoning would ordinarily allow in exchange for community amenities.  

Example: The City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania offers a Sustainable Development Bonus that awards an
additional 20 percent Floor-Area Ratio (FAR) increase for commercial projects that achieve LEED
certification.

Density Bonuses 

Local and state agencies can embed WEDG into its existing tools that influence the design of projects.
Zoning and design guidelines can encourage or require WEDG Verification. Requirements may be established
for a particular land use type or through an overlay zone. Requirements can further be limited to projects
made eligible by square footage, flood zone proximity, or other factors.  
  
Example: The City of New Rochelle Special Permit Uses section of the city's zoning code requires multifamily
housing developments in R1-WF-10 (waterfront) districts to comply with WEDG.  

Zoning and Design Guidelines Requirements 

https://bpca.ny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/BPCA-PDB_NW-Resiliency_-RFQ-Final-as-issued-9-10-21.pdf
https://ecode360.com/14481067
https://library.municode.com/pa/pittsburgh/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PIZOCO_TITNINEZOCO_ARTVIDEST_CH915ENPEST_915.04SUDEBO
https://ecode360.com/6731644


Municipal or state agencies may offer expedited permitting reviews or building inspections for projects
seeking or obtaining WEDG Verification. Many local governments offer expedited permitting reviews as a
low-cost incentive for projects that fit community goals. Often, expedited permitting is paired with another
incentive such as waived fees, expedited building inspection (post-construction), or density bonus.  
 
Example: The City of Los Angeles, California offers expedited processing from the Department of City
Planning for projects that are expected to reach LEED Silver certification and can document that fees for
verification have been paid. Expedited processing reduces the review period by 30 to 50 percent.  

Tax abatements to incentive waterfront development can provide a financial incentive for enhancing
waterfront access, resilience, and ecology without a direct cost to local government. In some states, local
governments are authorized to create tax abatement programs to incentivize development that meets
particular goals. 
 
Example: The City of Cleveland, Ohio provides a 15-year 100 percent tax abatement on tax increases for
residential properties built to the Cleveland Green Building Standard or certified as LEED Silver. 
 

Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing can be used to fund resiliency
improvements that make buildings more resistant to floods, natural disasters and other threats. Current
market trends point toward growing use of CPACE financing for resiliency which can utilize WEDG as a
benchmark for resilient outcomes.   
 
Example: The New York State Energy Research & Development Authority (NYSERDA) references multiple
rating systems in its “Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Guidance Document" for
projects conducting whole-building energy audits.  
 

Reduced Permitting Timelines  

Tax Abatements  

Financing for Resiliency with Commercial PACE  

Communities across the country have developed their own green or sustainable building development
point systems to encourage more resilient or sustainable development. WEDG can complement these
systems. Typically, projects are required to meet a minimum set of standards or earn a minimum set of
points to qualify for building permits, a tax abatement, or another type of incentive. WEDG can be included
in these systems as a way to qualify for additional points, particularly in instances where resilience or
sustainability are already components of the system.  
 
Example: The City of Redlands, California has a point system that requires all major residential projects to
achieve a minimum 90 points to receive development allocations. Projects can earn two to six points
through LEED Certification.  

Embedding in Existing Sustainability Point Systems 

https://planning.lacity.org/Code_Studies/GreenLA/greenbuildingordinance.pdf
https://www.clevelandohio.gov/CityofCleveland/Home/Government/CityAgencies/CommunityDevelopment/TaxAbatement
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Commercial-Property-Assessed-Clean-Energy
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/redlandsca/latest/redlands_ca/0-0-0-22160


Making Resilient, Ecological, and
Accessible Waterfronts a Reality in
Your Community 

For more information, contact:  
  
wedg@waterfrontalliance.org
wedg.waterfrontalliance.org 
#OurWaterfront

The Waterfront Alliance team will work with you to
determine how your community can best utilize WEDG to
shape a resilient, ecological, and accessible waterfront.
The team is ready to support local advocacy and
policymaking efforts to make resilient, accessible, and
ecological design a reality in communities across the
country. Engagement with Waterfront Alliance could
include presentations to support local advocacy efforts,
consulting on effective incentive or codification
strategies, training resources, and ordinance or code
development. 

mailto:wedg@waterfrontalliance.org
mailto:wedg@waterfrontalliance.org
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